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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION 1 ~ 3 s / l ~ +  ddY373*7  
1 CONGRESS STREET, SUITE 1100 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 021 14-2023 

March 15,2004 

Mr. Andrew T. Silfer 
Corporate Environmental Programs 
General Electric Company 
I00 Woodlawn Ave. Via Electronic and U.S. Maii 
Pittsfield, MA 01201 

Re: Conditional Approval of General Electric's Work Plan Phase 3 Floodplain Properties, 
Group 3A, 3B, 3C, and 3D, 8 January 2004, General ElectriclHousatonic River Project Site, 
Pittsfield, Massachusetts. 

Dear Mr. Silfer: 

This letter contains the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) conditional approval for the pre- 
design investigation activities to be conducted under Work Plan Addendum 5 Phase 3 Floodplain 
Properties, Group 3A, 3B, 3C, and 30 (Work Plan Addendum), submitted on January 8,2004. The 
Work Plan Addendum is subject to the terms and conditions specified in the Consent Decree (CD) 
that was entered in U.S. District Court on October 27,2002. 

Pursuant to Paragraph 73 of the CD, EPA, after consultation with the Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection (MDEP), approves the Work Plan Addendum subject to the conditions 

presented in this letter. Based on discussions among EPA, MDEP, and GE subsequent to submittal 
of the Work Plan Addendum, the scope of the soil investigations has been modified. The specific 
modifications are identified in this lottor, as well as on revised versions of Figures 2,3,4 and 5 from 

the Work Plan Addendum, which are attached to this letter. 

General Conditions: 

1. The Work Plan Addendum proposes that the predesign soil sampling investigations be 
conducted in an iterative manner over progressive depth intervals. The initial sampling will focus 

only on polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). GE proposes to collect PCB sam les to a maximum .fi 
depth of 10 feet below ground surface, and analyze the samples in an iterative manner over 
increasing depth. GE shall return to the sample locations to obtain samples from deeper depth 
increments if the analytical data indicate that detectable PCBs extend below the proposed 8- to 
10-foot depth increment. 

For the majority of the properties, extensive prior PCB sampling has been conducted within the 
upper soil depths (top 2 feet) of the ActuallPotential Lawn areas on a grid-like pattern. The 
subsurface sampling proposed on individual residential properties shall be located in a uniform 
pattern, consistent with a grid-like sampling layout. Boring locations shall be uniformly spaced 
based on the existing PCB data and characteristics of the properties. The specific changes in 
boring locations GE shall implement in the proposed predesign are identified in this letter and 
on the attached figures. However, EPA reserves the right to require additional sampling in the 
future if the data indicate that a more uniform grid or more dense sampling is required in 
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particular areas to support future RDlRA activities. 

3. MDEP and EPA are concerned that the summer 2000 flooding event (10-year frequency storm) 
may have impacted certain surface soils within the 10-year floodplain due to deposition of river 

sediments suspended during the flood event. As a result, GE shall collect several additional 
surface soil samples (including in areas previously remediated as Short Term Measures (STMs) 
under the Massachusetts Contingency Plan), as shown on the attached figures. 

4. On Figures 3,4, and 5, of the Work Plan Addendum, the gray-shaded areas that represent the 
lateral extent of STMs do not appear to match sample locations and respective depth intervals 
as shown on the Work Plan Addendum tables and in the STM reports that were previously 

. submitted to MDEP. In its next submittal on the Phase 3 properties, GE shall verify and correct, 
if necessary, any omissions or inconsistencies in these tables and figures. 

5. The majority of the changes identified in this letter and the attached figures related to soil 
borings reflect EPA's rationale that deep borings should be advanced at locations where the 
greatest PCB concentrations have already been documented in shallower depth intervals and to 
better determine, the extent of PCBs at depth. 

6. The Work Plan Addendum excludes the riverbank portions of the 1 11 2-Mile Reach where EPA 
will be performing removal actions. The EPA limitsf-excavation line for the section of the 1 112- 

Mile Reach from the Dawes Street Bridge to the confluence is currently in draft format. The EPA 
limitsf-excavation line will be provided to GE as soon as it is finalized. 

7. EPA agrees with GE's proposed iterative approach to evaluate the need for and scope of 
sampling for other Appendix IX constituents at the Phase 3 properties. EPA reserves the right 
to require additional sampling in the future if the data indicate that more sampling is required in 
particular areas to support future RDlRA activities. 

Conditions Specific to Phase 3, Groups 3A, 3B,3C, and 30 Properties 
\ 
'-. 

Group 3A. Refer to Figure 2 (Attached). 

Lot 17-2-26 
1. Replace surface sample 3ASS-18 with boring 3A-SB-20 (from Lot 17-2-30). 
2. Replace boring 3ASB-20 with surface sample 3ASS-18. 
3. Move 3ASS-15 and 3A-SS-16 to the east approximately 15ft closer to the 10-year floodplain. 

Lot 17-2-32 

1. Move proposed boring location 3ASB-19 slightly to the southeast to fall within the 10-year 
floodplain. 

2. Add a new boring, 3ASB-25, in the approximate center of the following previous sample 
locations: 17-232A-5; 17-2-324; and 17-2-32A. 



3. Add a surface soil sampling location, 3A-SS-19, approximately 30 feet north of existing sampling 
location RB021602. 

Lot 17-2-33 
1. Add a new boring, 3A-SB-26, in the approximate center of the following previous sample 

locations: BS000127; R80AZ249; and R80AZ226. 

Lot 17-2-35 

1. Move proposed boring, 3A-SB-6, to the approximate center of the following previous sampling 
locations: R47CZ269 and R47BZ284. 

Lot 17-2-46 
1. Move location 3A-SB-1 to the southeast to a location behind the garage. 

No revisions to the proposed sampling points on Lots 17-2-31,17-2-36,17-2-43, 17-2-44,17-2-45, and 
17-2-46, except as discussed above. 

Group 3B. Refer to Figure 3 (Attached). 

Lot 17-3-5 

1. Move proposed boring 3BSB-22 approximately 25ft south to property line between 17-3-4 and 17- 

3-5. 
2. Add a new boring, 3B-SB-24, approximately 15ft northeast of RB021665. 

Lot 17-3-7 
1. Move boring 3BSB-7 approximately 20ft northwest to the approximate center of the following 

previous sample locations: R77FZ261; R77FZ250; R77EZ272; and R77EZ257. 

2. Replace surface sample 3BSS-20 with a new soil boring, 3BSB-25, to provide spatial coverage 
in the vicinity of existing sampling location R77DZ278. 

3. To provide better spatial coverage across the area where an STM was perf~rmed, add surface 
soil sampling locations as follows: 

\ 

3BSS-20, approximately centered between existing locations 17-3-7D-9 and 17-3-7V; 
3B-SS-7, approximately centered between existing locations R77F239 and 3B-SS-19; and, 

3B-SS-28, approximately centered between existing locations 17-3-7D-7 and R70D225. 

Lot 17-3-1 0 
1. Replace boring 3BSB-2 with surface sample 3BSS-6. 
2. Replace surface sample 3B-SS-6 with boring 3BSB-2. 

3. Move boring 3BSB-3 approximately 20ft northwest to location 3BSB-7. 

4. Move surface sample 3BSS-7 to approximately center of R77F239 and 3BSS-19 as described 
above for Lot 17-3-7. 

No revisions to proposed sampling points on Lots 17-3-4,17-3-8, and 173-1 1. 



Group 3C. Refer to Figure 4 (Attached). 

Lot 17-2-1 
1. Move location 3C-SS-24 approximately 15ft northeast to a location between existing sampling 

locations 3C-SB-26 and 17-2-1 1. 
2. Eliminate location 3C-SS-21. 
3. Replace surface sample 3C-SS-22 with boring 3C-88-24. 
4. Replace boring 3C-SB-24 with surface sample 3C-SS-22. 
5. To further evaluate previously remediated areas, add the following surface soil sampling 

locations: 
3C-SS-29, between existing sampling locations R63E000 and R63FZ024; 
3C-SS-30, between existing sampling locations R63FZ048 and R63EZ070; and, 
3C-SS-31, between existing sampling locations R63DZ097 and R63C100. 

Lot 17-2-2 
1. Add surface soil sample location, 3C-SS-27, between existing sampling locations 17-2-2-1 and 

R90C125. 

Lot 17-2-3 

I. Add a surface sample location, 3C-SS-28, approximately centered between R59A100 and 

R59B075. 

Lot 17-2-20 

I. Move proposed surface soil sampling location 3C-SS-16 northwest to a location northeast of 
existing sampling location SL0202, so that i t  lies in  a topographically lower area to better define 
the extent of contamination of surface soils within the 10-year floodplain. 

2. Add a surface soil sample location, 3C-SS-25, between existing sampling locations SB-19, 
SL0197, and 17-2-20-10. 

3. Add a surface soil sample location, 3C-SS-26, between existing sampling locations R94B120 and 

17-2-20-12. \ 

4. Add a surface soilsample location, 3C-SS-32, between existing sampling locations 17-2-20-20 and 

17-2-20-1 7. 

Group 3D. Refer to Figure 5 (Attached). 

Lot 17-3-1 

1. Add a surface sample location, 3D-SS-16, between existing sampling locations R97HZ226 and 
R971200. 

2. Add a surface sample location, 3DSS-17, between existing sampling locations R971150 and 
R97J125. 

3. Add a surface sample location, 3D-SS-18, between existing sampling locations R97F125 and 
R97E100. 



Lot 17-3-2 
1. Move proposed soil boring location 3D-SB-1 approximately 15ft southwest to the vicinity of 

existing sampling location R64D086. 

Lot 17-99-000 
1. Move boring 3D-SB-5 approximately 15 to 20ft west to a lower elevation. 

2. Add a surface soil sampling location, 3D-SS-19, between existing sampling locations R97L150 

and R97N125. 

3. Add a surface sample location, 3D-SS-20, between 17-99-000B-7 and 17-99-000R. 
4. Replace surface sample 3D-SS-6 with boring at 3D-SB-7. 

5. Replace boring 3D-SB-7 with surface sample 3D-SS-6. 

EPA reserves its right to perform andlor require additional sampling andlor Response Actions, if 
necessary, in the floodplain parcels located in the 1 11 2 mile Reach of the Housatonic River to meet 
the requirements of the Consent Decree. GE shall initiate field work for the above mentioned 
properties within two weeks of the date of this letter. The PCB analytical results from this sampling 
shall be provided to EPA as available as part of the monthly CD status reports. All PCB data shall 
be available for inclusion in these status reports within 3 months of the date of this letter (the actual 
date of the last data submittal to EPA may extend slightly beyond 3 months to reflect the timing of 
submittal of that CD monthly status report). Finally, the PDI Report for the Phase 3, Group 3A, 3B, 
3C, and 3D properties shall be submitted to EPA within 5 months of the date of this letter. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at (617) 918-1268. 

Sincerely, I 

~ i c h a e l  Nalipinski ' 
Remedial Project Manager 
GEIHousatonic River Project 

cc: Richard Gates, 
James Bieke, 
James Nuss, 
Susan Steenstrup, 
Dawn Jamros, 
Joe Mastone, 
K.C. Mitkevicius, 
Dean Tagliaferro, 
Holly Inglis, 
Jim Dilorenzo, 
Public Repositories 
Rose Howell, 
Tim Conway, 
John Kilborn, 

GE 
Shea & Gardner 
BB&L* 
MDEP 
Weston Solutions, Inc. 
Weston Solutions, Inc. 
ACOE* 
EPA 
EPA 
EPA 

EPA* 
EPA* 
EPA* 
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